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LEGEND:  This paper contains direct quotes taken from the New International Version (NIV) translation of 

the holy scriptures of the bible except where otherwise noted.  It also contains my comments shown in 

(italics).  Pay particular attention to the scripture text that is highlighted.  
  
NOTE: The intent of this paper is to show that sin is the act of missing the mark, the mark set by God’s 

standards.  If anyone disagrees with this statement, please have the patience to read the entire paper before 

reaching a conclusion in your own heart.  Thank you for allowing me to present what I believe the Holy Spirit 

has revealed to me.  This document is in no way authorized or commissioned by any organized group or 

church.  

 

 Narrative  

  

There is some confusion in the context concerning … sin … the act of committing sin … 

the repentance of sin … and … righteousness (which is being without sin).  In far days of 

old, men and women did not know anything about the law of Moses which was given by 

God to the Jews and therefore were not held accountable by God to the specific 

punishments contained in that law.  But the bible clearly tells us that men knew what was 

right and wrong just from the evidence of things all around us in God’s creation, so in that 

since man was accountable.  To begin the process of making mankind righteous, as we 

once were in the persons of Adam and Eve, the first man and woman God created, God 

gave a set of laws to his servant and prophet, Moses.  The Lord created Eve, the woman, to 

be a helper to Adam.  Adam was righteous up to the point where he sinned, after sinning 

he was no longer righteous and therefore none of his descendants, including you and me, 

were born in a righteous state.  The laws God gave to Moses for the Jews are usually 

referred to as the law.  The purpose of this law was to make men specifically aware of their 

sins.  If we did not have a traffic law that defines the speed limit on streets and high-ways, 

then how would we know when we are speeding?  Man needs laws to define and clarify 

things. Adam sinned by rebelling against God’s command to never eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eden, (Genesis 2:17).  He was told he would 

die if he should ever eat of it.    Adam and Eve were allowed to eat from every tree except 

that one.  The bible teaches us the wages of sin (which is payment for committing sin) is 

death (Romans 6:23).  So Adam, being enticed by his wife Eve, who had already been 

tempted by the devil, did eat fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, after his 

wife had first eaten of it.  And he did die as the result of eating from it, just as God said he 

would.   And of course Eve also died.  If we had not sinned in this matter, or in any other 

manner, the fruit from the tree of life which was also in the garden would have kept us 

living forever. 

  

The bible says one of God’s days is a thousand of man’s years (2 Peter 3:8 – although, 

perhaps, this time reference should not be taken literally).  Adam lived to be 930 of our 

earth years.  Which is 70 years short of the thousand earth years that is one of God’s days.  

So in this sense, Adam died the day he ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

We do not know how long Adam had already lived before he ate the fruit.    
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Before eating the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Adam and Eve were 

innocent, not knowing good from evil.  They did not even consider themselves naked until 

they ate of the fruit.  It seems that exposing their entire bodies to each had no consequence.  

Being naked was natural to them but immediately upon eating the fruit their eyes were 

opened (meaning they became aware) and they recognized they were naked and felt 

ashamed so they made coverings for their bodies from fig leaves.   But the Lord later made 

them clothes from the skin of an animal.  This may have been a fore shadowing of animal 

sacrifices under the law which came later.  The bible says there is no remission of sin 

without the shedding of blood.  Remission means the cancellation of a debt.  Adam was 

held accountable for disobeying God, therefore, in a sense, he owed a debt. 

  

Much later in time, after Moses received the Ten Commandments from God (Exodus 20:1-

17), God allowed the sacrificing of certain animals to cover over the sins of the Jews.  

However, this covering over or hiding of the sins was not a complete eradication of the 

sins.  To completely remove or destroy the sin in man required a the sacrifice of a human , 

one who had no sin.  Well, Jesus Christ was the only one who qualified, so He died on the 

cross for you and me, to pay the debt of our sins.  It was the shedding of his blood that 

provided the means for our sins to be completely removed without a trace remaining, as if 

our sins never even existed.  It is almost unthinkable that God would take on the form of 

man to die for us, paying for our sins.  As we know from the bible, the wages of sin is 

death.  So He, being God, but in the form of a man, died for us while He lived in the person 

of Jesus Christ.  It is almost unthinkable but He did it.  That is how much He loves those 

of us who are his children.    

  

When we receive the righteousness of Christ, called being born again, an exchange takes 

place (Romans 3:21-26).  All of our sins both past and future, are removed from us and 

placed upon Christ.  In exchange for this, his righteousness is imparted to us.  And from 

that point on, we are completely righteous and without the guilt of sin forever.  We will 

still commit sin from time to time but if we repent of them (which means stop committing 

the sin and accept the forgiveness He already provided), it is as if the sin was never 

committed in the first place (1st John 1:1-8).    

  

Remember upon being born again we are placed under the law of grace and we are no 

longer judged by God, under his law that He gave to Moses.  Also remember that we are 

all born into sin, every one of us, with the exceptions of Jesus and Adam and Eve.  In other 

words, we come into this world as new born babies, already sinful because of the sins of 

our parents and ancestors, starting with Adam and Eve who committed the very first sin.  

We were all inside of Adam when he sinned (within his testicles), therefore we also sinned.  

Since you were produced by your parents and your parents were already sinful, then you 

had no choice but to be born in sin.  My friend, if you have not yet been born again, it is 

urgent that you do so now.  No one can enter into the kingdom of heaven unless they have 

first been born again (John 3:1-8).  Do you know the future date of your death?  Are you 

guaranteed that you will have enough time in the future?  If you die without having been 

saved, you will not be able to enter in haven and will be sent to hell for eternal punishment.  

This is the death that the bible refers to saying the wages of sin is death.  We have discussed 



in this paper how we are born as little babies, into this world, being laden with sin, even 

before we take our first breath.  That is the first birth.  Being born again is the second birth.  

The first birth is a birth of the flesh (our physical bodies).  The second birth is being born 

of the spirit, it is a spiritual birth.  At this second birth we are given a new spirit, the Spirit 

of Christ and He keeps it in a safe place, in heaven with him, until the day of resurrection 

which is the day He will return to earth and will raise our bodies from the dead, as new 

spiritual bodies, it is called the first resurrection.  Now for those of us who are still alive 

when Jesus returns to the earth, will be caught up into the air and changed in the twinkling 

of an eye, being given our new spiritual bodies just as the resurrected dead are given their 

new spiritual bodies.  The dead, in Christ (those of us who have been saved from hell), will 

rise first, then those of us who are still alive will be snatched up and given our new bodies.  

Man, and not the bible has coined this event as the rapture.  You may note there is 

confusion and dispute regarding this term. 

  

Being born again is receiving the Spirit of Jesus Christ into your heart.  It is something 

personal that no one else can do for you, you must do it for yourself, and it is your ticket to 

heaven, so to speak.  Jesus said no one can enter into heaven except through him.  It means 

submitting your will unto the will of Christ so that He becomes Lord of your life.  Please 

pay attention to this and understand it, it means that you have quit living for yourself, 

according to your own will and you have begun to live for Jesus, according to his will.  You 

need to pray to God and ask God for this conversion to take place in your life by asking 

him to forgive you for your past sins, and He will in turn impart to you the forgiveness 

already rendered at the cross, more than two thousand years ago when he forgave you of 

all of your sins both past and future but you must repent of your sins (have a sincere desire 

to never commit any more sin).  You must also believe that Christ is alive, has risen from 

the dead, and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord.  You will begin to hate the old 

sinful life and to love this new life of peace and hope.  If you live long after your conversion 

you will likely continue to sin from time to time but you should repent and ask forgiveness 

for them each time and the blood of Christ (the blood He shed on the cross) will continually 

cleanse you of all of your sins (1st John 1:8-10).  The idea here includes losing all guilt for 

all of the sins you have ever committed.  God no longer sees your sins since they are 

covered by the blood of Christ and therefore removed from his presence.  So if you continue 

to feel guilt you are condemning yourself because God no longer condemns you for 

anything.  You are a free creature under the grace of God.    

 

NOTE:  Remember Jesus the Christ (Messiah) is both God and man.  He is God because 

God is his father and he is man because Mary (a human) is his mother. 

  

Some view sin as being limited to breaking one of God’s Ten Commandments.  But sin is 

really a rebellion against God.  It is missing the mark that God set for us, whereas we should 

be holy just like him.  Missing the mark is similar to an archer missing the target with a 

bow and arrow.  There are two basic kinds of sin, they are sins of commission (something 

you do, but should not do) and sins of omission (something you should do, but do not do).  

But the good news about sinning is that if you are saved (born again as discussed earlier in 

this document), you are not held accountable for your sins.  You may think, wow, there is 

no accountability of sin anymore.  No, it means Jesus is held accountable for your sins and 



he paid the price on the cross.  Every time a believer sins, it is placed on Jesus’ account.  

But this does not mean that Jesus is in pain for our sins anymore, He paid for them one time 

and that was once and for all.  He endured terrible pain while on the cross, but when he 

died on the cross, because of your sins and my sins, we were set free and pardoned for all 

of our sins and at that moment we became justified with righteousness that is the 

righteousness of Christ himself, in the eyes of God the Father.  If you have not accepted 

the Lord as you Savior, Lord and Master, then it is time to do so right now.  Just ask the 

Lord, out loud, to come into your heart and forgive you for your sins as in (Romans 10:9-

13). Now let us explore some bible verses regarding sin.  May the Lord bless you for 

reading and believing his Word.    

  

  

Genesis 2:15   

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of 

it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 

you eat from it you will certainly die.”  

  

  

Exodus 20:1-17 (the Ten Commandments)  

(these 10 commandments listed below found in Exodus 20:1-17, were the basis of the law for those in the 

bible who were called the Jews of the old testament (which means old covenant or old contract), it is also 

called the law of Moses ... it does not apply to us who are in the Body of Christ (as explained in the new 

testament (which means new covenant or new contract) … we are exempt from the law of Moses because 

Christ fulfilled it for us and now we are hidden from the punishments of the law because Jesus Christ, the 

only man who ever lived without breaking the law (meaning without sinning), took our punishments upon 

himself, for us, when He died on the cross … and He put us under God’s law of grace, it is something we 

could never earn, his grace to us is a free gift from God … isn’t that awesome? … the love of Christ covered 

over our sins… I should think everyone would want a part in it. 

And God spoke all these words:  

2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  

3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me.  

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on 

the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship 

them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of 

the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to 

a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.  

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name.  
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8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your 

work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any 

work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your 

animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made the 

heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.  

12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your 

God is giving you.  

13 “You shall not murder.  

14 “You shall not commit adultery.  

15 “You shall not steal.  

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 

or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor.”  

  

  
John 3:1-8   

Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 

ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 

who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if  

God were not with him.”  3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 

of God unless they are born again.”  4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” 

Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be 

born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 

they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth 

to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’8 The wind 

blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 

where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”[d]  

Romans 8:1   

1Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of 

the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.   3 For what 
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the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh,[b] God did by sending his 

own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.[c] And so he condemned sin in the 

flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not 

live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  

  

Romans 3:21-26  

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which 

the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ 

to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the 

redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his 

righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 

unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be 

just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  

  

  
1 John 1:1-8   

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning 

the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to 

you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.3 We proclaim to you 

what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.4 We write this to make our joy 

complete.   5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; 

in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in 

the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us 

from all sin. 8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
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Romans 10:9-13   

 
1st John 1:8-10   

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 

word is not in us.  

  

  
James 5:19  

19My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him 

back, 20remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from 

death and cover over a multitude of sins.  
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