
Predestination     (written by Al Ward) 
 

LEGEND:  This paper contains direct quotes taken from the New International Version (NIV) translation 

of the holy scriptures of the bible.  It also contains my comments shown in (italics).  Pay particular 

attention to the scripture text that is  highlighted. 

 

NOTE: The intent of this paper is to discuss the predestination and the calling of the saints by God.  If 

anyone disagrees with this statement, please have the patience to read the entire paper before reaching a 

conclusion in your own heart.  Thank you for allowing me to present what I believe  the Holy Spirit has 

revealed to me.  This document is in no way authorized or commissioned by any organized group or 

church. 

 

Narration 

 
As you will see in the scripture verses below, God has already decided before creating the heavens and the 

earth, who will be saved and who will be damned.  It is called predestination.  The Lord has told us that 

many will be called by God but few will be chosen.  God has already done the choosing.  Even though God 

calls us he still gives us the option to accept the calling or to turn it down but the chosen ones will never 

turn down God’s saving grace while the ones not chosen by God will always turn it down.  God does not 

force us to accept him.  He said the road to eternal life is narrow and few will find it or travel down this 

road into eternal life but the road to destruction is a very wide road, many will find it and travel this road to 

their own destruction.  The scripture speaks for itself concerning predestination.  For me it is just another 

way of saying God is sovereign and completely in control of our destinies.  He said he will have mercy on 

whomever he places his mercy and he will harden the hearts of whomever he wills.  

 

 
Acts13:46 (NIV) 4 

Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of God to you 

first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 
47For this is what the Lord has commanded us:  I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring 

salvation to the ends of the earth.’ 48When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of 

the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 

 
John 6:43 (NIV) 

43“Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44“No one can come to me unless the Father who 

sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 45It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be 

taught by God.’Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 

 

 
John 6:61 (NIV) 

61Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62What if 

you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. 

The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64Yet there are some of you who do not 

believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray 

him. 65He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled 

him.” 

 



Matthew 22:1 (NIV) 

1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a 

wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them 

to come, but they refused to come.  4“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been 

invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is 

ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’  5“But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another 

to his business. 6The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He 

sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.  8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The 

wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9Go to the street corners and invite 

to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they 

could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.  11“But when the king came in 

to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how 

did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless.  13“Then the king told the 

attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.’  14“For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

 
2 Thessaloians 2:8 (NIV) 

8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his 

mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 9The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance 

with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10and in every sort 

of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be 

saved. 11For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie 12and so that 

all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness. 13But we ought 

always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be 

saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14He called you to this 

through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15So then, brothers, stand 

firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

 

Ephesians 1:8  (NIV) 

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 

every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 

accordance with his pleasure and will—6to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in 

the One he loves. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 

with the riches of God’s grace 8that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 9And he made 

known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put 

into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth 

together under one head, even Christ. 
11In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out 

everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the first to hope in 

Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 

promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are 

God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 
 

1 Peter 1:1  (NIV) 

1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his 

blood:Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

 



Romans 8:28-30 (NIV)  

28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose.  29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of 

his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30  And those he predestined, he also called; 

those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  
 

 

Romans 9:10  (NIV) 

10Not only that, but Rebekah’s children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. 11Yet, before the 

twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 
12not by works but by him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13Just as it is 

written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”14What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15For he 

says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion.” 16It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 17For the 

Scripture says to Pharaoh: “I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and 

that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have 

mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 19One of you will say to me: “Then why does God still 

blame us? For who resists his will?” 20But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed 

say to him who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ “ 21Does not the potter have the right to make 

out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? 22What if God, 

choosing to show his wrath and make his power known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath—

prepared for destruction? 23What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the objects of his 

mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—24even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews 

but also from the Gentiles? 25As he says in Hosea: “I will call them ‘my people’ who are not my people; 

and I will call her ‘my loved one’ who is not my loved one,” 26and, “It will happen that in the very place 

where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ “ 27Isaiah 

cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by the sea, only the 

remnant will be saved. 28 For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth with speed and finality.” 
29It is just as Isaiah said previously: “Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants, we would have 

become like Sodom, we would have been like Gomorrah.”30What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, 

who did not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31but Israel, who 

pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. 32Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if 

it were by works. They stumbled over the “stumbling stone.” 33As it is written:  “See, I lay in Zion a stone 

that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put 

to shame.”



Romans 11:1  (NIV) 

11 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, 

from the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. Don’t you know what 

Scripture says in the passage about Elijah—how he appealed to God against Israel: 3“Lord, they have killed 

your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one left, and they are trying to kill me” ? 4And what 

was God’s answer to him? “I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have not bowed the knee to 

Baal.” 5So too, at the present time there is a remnant chosen by grace. 6And if by grace, then it is no longer 

by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. 7What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not 

obtain, but the elect did. The others were hardened, 8as it is written:  “God  gave them a spirit of stupor, 

eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this very day.” 

 

Philippians 1:6 (NIV)  

6  being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day 

of Christ Jesus.  
 

 

Philippians 2:12-13 (NIV)  
12  Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but now much more in 



my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13  for it is God who works in you 

to will and to act according to his good purpose.  
Ephesians 2:8  (NIV) 

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—
9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 

good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
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