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Love each other (written by Alfred O. Ward) 

 
LEGEND:  This paper contains direct quotes taken from the New International Version (NIV) 

translation of the holy scriptures of the bible.  Text that is directly from the mouth of Jesus is 

usually colored red.  It also contains my own narrative colored blue and my comments within 

verses of scripture shown in green (italics).  Pay particular attention to the scripture text that is 

highlighted. 

 

NOTE: The intent of this paper is to show that we must take the commands of Christ 

seriously and love one another deeply.  We will first look at the book of First Corinthians in the 

thirteenth chapter, where we are taught how to love and then look at some of the others passages 

that command us to love one another.  If anyone disagrees with this statement, please have the 

patience to read the entire paper before reaching a conclusion in your own heart.  Thank you for 

allowing me to present what I believe the Holy Spirit has revealed to me.  This document is in no 

way authorized or commissioned by any organized group or church. 

 

 

Narrative 

 
The bible tells us God is love … 1 John 4:7.  And there are many, many verses of bible 

scriptures that emphasize this love.  He tells us over and over to love one another and to love one 

another deeply, not just superficially.  The kingdom of heaven is a kingdom of relationships.  

First there is the relationship between the Father and the Son.  Then there is the relationship 

between the Father and his Holy Spirit.  Then there is the relationship between the Son and the 

Holy Spirit.  There is also the relationship between each of these three and the angels of heaven.  

There is also the relationship of man (humans) who were taken directly into heaven from the 

earth without having to go through the physical death phase.  We know of two such beings, 

Enoch and Elijah.  And of course, there is the relationship of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

with man (humans) who still live on this planet earth but whose citizenship is in heaven and no 

longer of this earth, due to our redemption through the blood of Christ (the Son) which set us 

apart from the citizens of this world, although we were once also citizens of this world.  And 

there is a relationship between us and the angels in heaven.  The angels are ministering spirits 

that help us through different occasions.  Then there are special instructions given to couples in 

marriage, meaning a man and his wife, not meaning pretentious marriages such as so called ‘gay 

marriages’.  The bible tells husbands and wives to love each other, the wife is to respect and 

obey their husbands and for the husbands to love their wives as Christ loves his church, which he 

voluntarily died for, to save each individual … Ephesians 5:22-33. 

 

It is important that we learn to love each other while on this earth because there is zero tolerance 

for spirits of hatred, greed, selfishness, etc., in heaven.  We will all be like Christ Jesus (the Son) 

when we arrive in heaven.  We have already received our new spirit in advance during our 

conversion but we must still contend with our souls and bodies.  Here on earth the redeemed 

(those saved by the blood of Christ) are hidden in Christ’s body.  We say that we love the Lord.  



So, do you want to corrupt Christ’s body with hatred, selfishness, sinful anger, and etc.?  Even 

though being hidden in the body of Christ, you are permitted to do everything; …1st Corinthians 

6:12-13 … but I still ask, do you want to bring dishonor to the body of Christ?  The kingdom of 

heaven is a wonderful place that flows with God’s love from person to person back to God.  

When Satan (the devil) was found without love and filled with envy, jealousy and etc., there was 

a great war between God’s angels and Satan.  Satan was defeated and kicked out of heaven and 

one third of all the angels of heaven were kicked out with him because they sided with him.  

Now Satan was a very high ranking angel and very beautiful to look at, not some hideous 

looking demon with horns, tail and a pitch fork as he is usually depicted.  If he and his followers 

were not allowed to remain in heaven, how do you think you will fare if you try to enter into 

heaven full of rage, anger and etc.  This planet is a training ground of sorts.  So let us love each 

other deeply as the Lord has commanded us to do. 

 

(The following scripture explains how we should love one another) 

 
1 Corinthians 13:1   

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or 

a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I 

give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain 

nothing. 
4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 
8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 

they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, 10but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11When I was a child, I 

talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 

childish ways behind me. (this scripture is saying, we need to grow up, be mature in love, be no 

longer childish in the application of love; study and meditate on the verses highlighted in yellow, 

above.) 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I 

know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  (When Jesus returns for us we 

will have perfection in love in our spiritual bodies just as we now have in our spirits that are 

exact copies of Christ.)  
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

(Now that we have seen how we should love, let us see some of the ways the scripture commands 

us to love one another) 

 

 
John 15:9   

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you obey my 

commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain 

in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 



complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one 

than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 

known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This is 

my command: Love each other. 
18“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19If you belonged to the world, 

it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 

of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No 

servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they 

obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21They will treat you this way because of my 

name, for they do not know the One who sent me. 22If I had not come and spoken to them, they 

would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. 23He who hates me 

hates my Father as well. 24If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be 

guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my 

Father. 25But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’

 

 

Thessalonians 4:9   

Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by 

God to love each other. 10And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we 

urge you, brothers, to do so more and more. 
11Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with 

your hands, just as we told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so 

that you will not be dependent on anybody. 

 

 
1 peter 1:22   

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for 

your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23For you have been born again, not of 

perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. (We have 

seen here that love must run deep and not just have something of a shallow or superficial nature) 

 

 
1 John 3:7   

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as 

he is righteous. 8He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning 

from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 9No 

one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on 

sinning, because he has been born of God. 10This is how we know who the children of God are 

and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of 

God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother. 



11This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12Do not be 

like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? 

Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous. 13Do not be surprised, my 

brothers, if the world hates you. 14We know that we have passed from death to life, because we 

love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15Anyone who hates his brother is 

a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 
16This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 

lay down our lives for our brothers. 17If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 

need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18Dear children, let us not love 

with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 19This then is how we know that we belong to 

the truth, and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence 20whenever our hearts condemn us. 

For God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. (We must love each other from the 

heart, with joy, not just go through the motions just to please someone who may be discipling, 

training, or rebuking  us about love.  If we do not love from the heart then we are still in death 

and have not risen with Christ.  If we are not able to love from the heart, then we should ask God 

to enable us by giving us the gift of being able to love.) 
21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22and 

receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him. 
23And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one 

another as he commanded us. 24Those who obey his commands live in him, and he in them. And 

this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

 

 
2 John 1:4   

It has given me great joy to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as the Father 

commanded us. 5And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we have had 

from the beginning. I ask that we love one another. 6And this is love: that we walk in obedience 

to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 

(We can see here that we cannot love, if we are not following the commands of God) 
 

 

1 John 4:7   

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 

born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him. 10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his 

love is made complete in us. (God lives in us when we love one another.) 13We know that we live 

in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the 

Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the 

Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16And so we know and rely on the love God has for 

us.  God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17In this way, love is made 

complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this 



world we are like him. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear 

has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. (It seems that when 

real love is flowing through our hearts, fear cannot get a foothold, and the place where fear tries 

to occupy is filled with faith.) 
19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a 

liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he 

has not seen. 21And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his 

brother. 

 

 Galatians 5:4   

You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away 

from grace. 5But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we 

hope. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing 

that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 
 

 

Ephesians 5:22-33   

Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord.23 For the husband is the 

head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now 

as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to 

make her holy, cleansing[a] her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her 

to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 

blameless. 28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who 

loves his wife loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and 

care for their body, just as Christ does the church—30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For 

this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 

become one flesh.”[b] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the 

church. 33 However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife 

must respect her husband. 

 

1 Peter 4:7   

The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. 
8Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. (Please see…1 

Corinthians chapter 13, in the beginning of this document.) 9Offer hospitality to one another 

without grumbling. 10Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 

faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, he should do it as 

one speaking the very words of God. (This is speaking with authority and not wavering.) If 

anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something 

strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so 

that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted because of the name 

of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15If you suffer, it 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205:22-33#fen-NIV-29331a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205:22-33#fen-NIV-29336b


should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. 
16However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 

name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what 

will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And, 

 “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 

 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their 

faithful Creator and continue to do good. 

 

 
John 13:34   

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

 
Romans 13:8   

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves 

his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not 

murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,” and whatever other commandment there may be, are 

summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no harm to its 

neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
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