
What The Lord Says About Greed   (written by Al Ward) 
 

LEGEND:  This paper contains direct quotes taken from the New International Version (NIV) 

translation of the holy scriptures of the bible.  It also contains my comments shown in (italics).  Pay 

particular attention to the scripture text that is highlighted. 

 

NOTE: The intent of this paper is to show what the bible says about greed.  If anyone disagrees 

with this statement, please have the patience to read the entire paper before reaching a conclusion 

in your own heart.  Thank you for allowing me to present what I believe the Holy Spirit has 

revealed to me.  This document is in no way authorized or commissioned by any organized group or 

church 

 
 

Narrative 
 

From  Holman Bible Dictionary : 

 
GREED An excessive or reprehensible desire to acquire; covetousness. The greed of Eli’s sons for the best 

part of the sacrifices disqualified them from the priesthood (1 Sam. 2:29). Hosea condemned priests who 

were greedy for the people’s iniquity (4:8 NRSV), that is, greedy for the sin offerings.  Jesus warned against 

all types of greed (Luke 12:15; KJV covetousness). The Pauline standard for Christian ministry gave no 

pretext for greed (1 Thess. 2:5 … 1 Tim 3:3, 8). Greed marked the Gentile or pagan way of life (Eph. 4:19).  

 

Covetousness A strong desire after the possession of worldly things (Col. 3:5; Eph. 5:5; Heb. 13:5; 1 Tim. 

6:9, 10; Matt. 6:20). It assumes sometimes the more aggravated form of avarice, which is the mark of cold-

hearted worldliness. 

It saddens me to see how completely surrounded by greed we seem to be in this day and age.  I can 

remember as a young person; pastoring, preaching and teaching God’s word was considered a service more 

than a career but now; it generally seems to be a career with a measure of service.  I am not saying everyone 

is of this character but there seems to be far too many.  Likewise, with doctors, nurses and other persons in 

the medical and law fields, especially the pharmaceutical companies and lawyers, greed seems to dominate.  

But then to some extent it seems to dominate all types of careers.  Did you ever wonder what the justification 

is for CEOs of big corporations being paid hundreds of millions of dollars yearly, for doing the same type of 

job that perhaps any good manager would be able to do may be?  The difference may be that they can fire 

and lay off thousands of people without batting an eye or they can send jobs to other countries to save a little 

more greed money while seriously hurting their own native land.  They do not seem to have any regard for 

the welfare of the employees that brought forth their company’s success, they are kicked to the side like 

pawns on a chess board.  It seems that it is all about the bottom line, money thru greed.  The directors want 

the mega bucks (big dollars), sometimes even when obtained by unethical means.  The bible says the love of 

money is the root of all evil.  So the main thing the CEOs seem to evaluated on is how many billions of 

dollars the corporation is bringing into the pockets of the greedy share holders each year.  God does not seem 

to mind us being wealthy, it is one of his blessing he places upon us, but he wants us to trust in him for all of 

our needs and not to trust in our wealth.  Sometimes the rich seem to think their money can buy anything and 

everything.  Not only corporations show signs of greed, but we the little people, also show signs of greed.  

Many of us are stock holders in these big corporations.  Many of us waste a lot of our money that is needed 

in the household to play lotteries and casino games. 



The USA is called the land of opportunities and many people from around the world flock here for the 

opportunity to become wealthy although some just want to make a decent living.  We can see how both 

native born and immigrated individuals strive to appear wealthy and successful even when their appearance 

of wealth is not entirely true.  For example we buy houses that are bigger and more expensive than what we 

actually need and what we can actually afford, and the same with cars and especially SUVs.  So we work 

extra jobs or we may even do something illegal to get extra money, to keep up the appearances.  This 

situation often causes stress in our lives to the point of destroying families so that husbands and wives get 

divorces leaving the children to suffer most.  Many of us put far more emphasis on pushing our children into 

lucrative careers than we spend preparing them to live Godly lives, having genuine love for others.  Here in 

the USA we see the rich shrinking back, not wanting to carry the financial burdens of the poor and lobbying 

to get laws to help them keep all of their wealth, which is gained mostly from the poor and middle class.  

Sometimes they don’t seem to understand that if they take it too far, the public will not have enough money 

to buy their goods and therefore one day the entire will rapidly decline.  So they compete with each other to 

squeeze every dime out of everyone they can.  So much for the land of opportunity, it is the opportunity to 

exploit all the greed within oneself.  It even extends to systematically suppressing and exploiting certain 

races of people to ensure there will be more greed bearing profit for their race or ethnic groups.   I could go 

on and on but I hope you are getting my drift.   

We know from scripture the devil is running things in this world although God is ultimately in charge of 

everything.  The evidence of the devil’s work is everywhere, yes, even in Christian church congregations.  

But the devil can never control the hearts of those within the true Body of Christ, the true church of Jesus 

Christ.  Please continue to read the scripture verses copied from the NIV translation of the bible, listed 

below. 

Luke 12:13  (NIV) 

13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  
14Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”  15Then he said to them, 

“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.” 16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17He 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll 

do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And 

I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be 

merry.”’ 20“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who 

will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21“This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for 

himself but is not rich toward God.”  22Then Jesus said to his disciples: Therefore I tell you, do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23Life is more than food, and the 

body more than clothes. 24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet 

God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25Who of you by worrying can add a 

single hour to his life? 26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 
27“Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his 

splendor was dressed like one of these. 28If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, 

and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 29And do not 

set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30For the pagan world runs after all such 

things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to 

you as well. 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  33Sell 

your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in 

heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. (if you refer to 1st Corinthians chapter 13, you will see that although 

you may sell your possessions and give to the poor, if you don’t do it because of love, it will not count as 

anything for you.) 

 



Matthew 6:24 (NIV)  
24  "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  (many seem to be trying to serve both) 
 

 

Matthew 21:12-13 (NIV)  

12  Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the 

tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves.  13  "It is written," he said to them, "'My 

house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of robbers.'"  
 

 

Acts 8:20 (NIV)  
20  Peter answered: "May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God 

with money!   

 
 

Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)  
5  Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 

"Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  (this certainly leaves no room for greed although it is not 

saying it is wrong to be rich, it is saying do not love being rich, we should love God and trust him to provide 

all of our need and not trust our wealth.)  

 
Matthew 19:23-26 (NIV)  

23  Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

heaven.  24  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 

enter the kingdom of God."  25  When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who 

then can be saved?"  26  Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things 

are possible."  (some of the God’s greatest profits were rich.  Moses abandoned his wealthy and powerful 

position of prince of Egypt to serve God) 

 
 

1 Peter 5:2 (NIV)  
2  Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, but 

because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve;  
 

 

Romans 1:28  (NIV)  

28Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a 

depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 29They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, 

evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 
30slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their 

parents; 31they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32Although they know God’s righteous decree that 

those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of 

those who practice them. 

 



1 Corinthians 5:9 

9I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—10not at all meaning the 

people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have 

to leave this world. 11But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a 

brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a 

man do not even eat. 12What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge 

those inside? 13God will judge those outside. “Expel the wicked man from among you.” 

 
1 Corinthians 6:7 

7The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why 

not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? 8Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do 

this to your brothers. 9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 

offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 

God. 11And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  

 

Ephesians 5:1 (NIV)  

1Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3But among you there must not be even a 

hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy 

people. 4Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather 

thanksgiving. 5For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an 

idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty 

words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7Therefore do not be 

partners with them. 8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 
9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10and find out what pleases the 

Lord. 11Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12For it is shameful 

even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible,  

 

Colossians 3:1  (NIV)  

1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the 

right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now 

hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory. 5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, 

evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in 

these ways, in the life you once lived. 8But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 

rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off 

your old self with its practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 

image of its Creator. 11Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 

slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  

 

 
Hebrews 13:5 (NIV)  
5  Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 

"Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."   
 



1 Timothy 6:10 (NIV)  
10  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 

the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  

 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV)  

17  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 

which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment.  18  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 
19  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they 

may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

 
 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NIV)  

17  Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, 

which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment.  18  Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  
19  In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they 

may take hold of the life that is truly life. 

 

 
Deuteronomy 15:7-8 (NIV)  

7  If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD your God is 

giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother.  8  Rather be openhanded and 

freely lend him whatever he needs. 

 

 
1 Samuel 2:7 (NIV)  

7  The LORD sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts.  

 

 
2 Chronicles 1:11-12 (NIV)  

11  God said to Solomon, "Since this is your heart's desire and you have not asked for wealth, riches or honor, 

nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and 

knowledge to govern my people over whom I have made you king,   12  therefore wisdom and knowledge will 

be given you. And I will also give you wealth, riches and honor, such as no king who was before you ever 

had and none after you will have." 

 
 

Psalm 37:16-17 (NIV)  

16  Better the little that the righteous have than the wealth of many wicked; 17  for the power of the wicked 

will be broken, but the LORD upholds the righteous.  

 

 
James 5:1-6 (NIV)  

1  Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 2  Your wealth 

has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes.  3  Your gold and silver are corroded. Their corrosion will 

testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.  4  Look! The wages 

you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out against you. The cries of the harvesters 

have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.  5  You have lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You 

have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter.  6  You have condemned and murdered innocent men, who 

were not opposing you.  

 



 

Revelation 3:17 (NIV)  

17  You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are 

wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  

 

2 Peter 2  (NIV) 

1But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They 

will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing 

swift destruction on themselves. 2Many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into 

disrepute. 3In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation 

has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. 4For if God did not spare 

angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; 
5if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a 

preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning 

them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly; 7and if he rescued Lot, 

a righteous man, who was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men 8(for that righteous man, living among 

them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—9if this is 

so, then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of 

judgment, while continuing their punishment. 10This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire 

of the sinful nature and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial 

beings; 11yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations 

against such beings in the presence of the Lord. 12But these men blaspheme in matters they do not 

understand. They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like 

beasts they too will perish. 13They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of 

pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they 

feast with you. 14With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are 

experts in greed—an accursed brood! 15They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way 

of Balaam son of Beor, who loved the wages of wickedness. 16But he was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a 

donkey—a beast without speech—who spoke with a man’s voice and restrained the prophet’s madness. 
17These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 
18For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of sinful human nature, they 

entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 19They promise them freedom, while they 

themselves are slaves of depravity—for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him. 20If they have 

escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in 

it and overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21It would have been better 

for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on 

the sacred command that was passed on to them. 22Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its 

vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud.” 

 
Luke 3:14 (NIV)  

14  Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" He replied, "Don't extort money and don't 

accuse people falsely--be content with your pay."  

 

 
Acts 4:34-35 (NIV)  

34  There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold 

them, brought the money from the sales 35  and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as 

he had need.   

 
 



1 Peter 5:2-4 (NIV)  

2  Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, but 

because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve;  
3  not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4  And when the Chief Shepherd 

appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 

 

 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)  

19  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break 

in and steal. 20  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and 

where thieves do not break in and steal.  21  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 

 
Exodus 22:25 (NIV)  
25  "If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, do not be like a moneylender; charge 

him no interest. 

 
Deuteronomy 23:19 (NIV)  

19  Do not charge your brother interest, whether on money or food or anything else that may earn interest. 

 
Proverbs 13:11 (NIV)  

11  Dishonest money dwindles away, but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow.  

 
 

Proverbs 17:16 (NIV)  
16  Of what use is money in the hand of a fool, since he has no desire to get wisdom?  

 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NIV)  

10  Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. 

This too is meaningless.  
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