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LEGEND:  This paper contains direct quotes taken from the New International Version (NIV) translation of 

the holy scriptures of the bible.  It also contains my comments shown in (italics).  Pay particular attention to 

the scripture text that is  highlighted.  

  

NOTE: The intent of this paper is to show that we must give up our worldly life and follow Jesus.  If anyone 

disagrees with this statement, please have the patience to read the entire paper before reaching a conclusion 

in your own heart.  Thank you for allowing me to present what I believe the Holy Spirit has revealed to me.  

This document is in no way authorized or commissioned by any organized group or church.  

 

Narrative 
  

What does it really mean to follow Jesus, Jesus of Nazareth?  Different church denominations, sometimes 

called faiths, seem to think they each of them show the correct path to follow Jesus.  Some of these churches 

even declare that their way and their way alone, is the correct path and some are even so bold as to say that 

if you even enter any other church organization service or building outside of one of their own, that you are 

lost and will surely go to hell when you die.  Of course, they may offer some kind of restoration or forgiveness, 

if you repent of your visit to an outside church.  Now that is quite different from what the bible teaches.  The 

bible teaches that the ones who will go to hell are the ones who reject Jesus and the ones to go to heaven are 

the ones who accept Jesus and his salvation plan.  Click one of the following links to read my papers called 

Salvation or the one called Sin to get a better understanding of this subject. 

 

Jesus is the Jewish Messiah (translated as Christ from the Greek language) who saves the entire world, all 

who believes upon him.  So, when we speak of Jesus Christ, in essence we are saying Jesus the Messiah or 

Jesus the Savior.  As Messiah, He is the savior of the Jews.  The bible says Christians are spiritual Jews 

grafted in through Jesus.  Jesus is a Jew, born to Joseph and Joseph’s wife to be, who at the time of Jesus’ 

birth was betrothed to each other.  Betrothal in that day was somewhat similar to what we call an engagement 

to be married, today.  But a betrothal could not be broken except through death or divorce.  So, in that since 

it is more similar to the marriage itself, but the marriage cannot be consummated while in betrothal, 

consummation must not occur until properly married.  We know Jesus has ascended back into heaven long 

ago after enduring the cross upon which He died and was then resurrected (arisen from the grave) for our 

sake.  Yes, He died for us, it was the payment for our sins of all time; past, present and future.   

 

Jesus in his travel throughout the earth set the example for us to follow.  He was a natural man just as you 

and I and of course women are also included in this.  Jesus laid the foundation for his kingdom which is called 

the body of Christ and is also called the church.  The church, after his departure from the earth, was 

established by his apostles who were with him daily while on earth, with the exception of Paul.  Paul had 

never seen Jesus until his encounter with him while traveling on the road to Damascus.   I think it is evident 

to anyone who has been a part of the church that everyone in the church does not express the love of Christ.  

Jesus spoke in parables of the wheat and the tariff; with the wheat representing the elect (those of us whom 

God has chosen to be with him) and the tariff (a weed that looks like wheat as the followers of the devil).  

That is to say that the saved and the unsaved sit side by side in church.  So, do not think that everyone in the 

church congregations is saved by the grace of Jesus Christ.  Once again, I encourage you to click one of the 

following links to read my papers called Salvation or the one called Sin to get a better understanding of this 

subject. 

 

Since we are discussing how to follow Jesus, let us consider this; Jesus left us with one commandment and 

that is to love one another.  He said that is how the world will know that we belong to him, that we love one 
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another.  Someone may ask, what does it mean to love one another, how do we go about loving one another.  

A good place to discover how to love one another is in the 13th chapter of First Corinthians as shown below.  

We are talking about an unconditional type of love, it is not the you scratch my back and I will scratch your 

back type of love.  It is the love of Christ.  Christ laid down his life (died) for us while we were still sinners, 

before we even accepted him, actually, before we even knew him.  It is the type of love where your only 

motivation to love someone is love itself.  Do not love someone only because they do something good for 

you.  Of course we are to love ourselves in the same way and husbands love your wives the same way you 

love your own body.  Let us look at scripture to see some of the ways to love each other first and then read 

some of the other scripture. 

 

 
Matthew 22:37-39  

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first 

and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. (our strongest and 

first love must be to God himself then next we must love our neighbors the same way we love our own bodies, 

if your neighbor is hungry, feed him, if his electricity is turned off for none payment, help him get it back 

own, if he is raggedy, give him of your clothes or buy him clothes, etc., etc., etc.)   

  
John 13:34-35  

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. (remember Jesus died for us, so we 

must be willing to make great sacrifices for one another) 

 

 
Romans 12:10 

Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. (love is not some feeling in some 

part of your body, love is a verb, a word that shows action, it is what we choose to do or not to do, it is not 

what we feel; remember, God IS love) 

 

 
1st John 4:7-8  

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God 

and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

 

 
Matthew 5:44-45  

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your 

Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous. 

 

 

John 15:12-13  

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 

one’s life for one’s friends. 

 

 



Romans 12:8  

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has 

fulfilled the law. 

 
  

John 13:34-35 NIV 

34 A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.   35 By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. 

 

 
Luke 6:35 

35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then 

your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful 

and wicked. 

 

 
Romans 12:9 NIV 

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 

 
 

1 Corinthians 13 NIV 

13 If I speak in the tongues[a] of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 

have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the 

poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast,[b] but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, 

it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be 

stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in partand we prophesy in part, 10 but 

when completeness comes,what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought 

like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now 

we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 

fully, even as I am fully known. 

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 
Mat 8:19 NIV 

19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." 20 Jesus 

replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." 

21 Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 22 But Jesus told him, "Follow 

me, and let the dead bury their own dead."  (making the commitment to follow Jesus now is of utmost 

importance, do not wait for some future time or event to take place before committing to follow him),  23 

Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him.  

  
Mat 12:47 NIV  

47 Someone told him.  "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you." 48 He 

replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"  49 Pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here 

are my mother and my brothers.  50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and 

sister and mother."  (You can see here that our Lord de-emphasized his earthly family and emphasized his 
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Godly family.  So why do the Roman Catholics place so-o-o-o-o much emphasis on the same mother of Jesus, 

which Jesus himself de-emphasized?)  

  

 
Mark 8:34 NIV  

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "if anyone would come after me, he 

must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for a man to gain the whole 

world, yet forfeit his soul? 37 Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? (Jesus shows the importance 

of giving up your sinful, worldly life for his sake.  Notice it is for his sake and not for your own personal 

reasons)  

  

 
Mark 9:43 NIV 

43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.  It is better for you to enter life maimed than with two hands to 

go into hell, where the fire never goes out. 44 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off.  It is better for 

you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. 46 47 And if your eye causes you to 

sin, pluck it out.  It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be 

thrown into hell. 48 where "'the worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.' 49 Everyone will be salted 

with fire.  (These sayings illustrate how we must cutoff [remove] anything from our lives that interfere with 

us serving our Lord.  NOTE: this does not mean to divorce your spouse or to abandon your young children, 

other scripture tells us that,  but it could mean close friends and relatives as well as any habits that offend 

the Lord.  

 

 
Luke 14:26 NIV 

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to me and does 

not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life-he cannot 

be my disciple.  (Jesus is not literally saying here that we should hate our own mothers, wives and children 

nor is He saying that we should hate ourselves, plenty of other scripture tells us that, he said love even your 

enemies.  But He is saying you should not love these people enough to be overly concerned about them to the 

point that you will not place your complete trust in him)  27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and 

follow me cannot be my disciple. (Carrying your own cross and following him means you must be prepared 

to endure hardships that people place on you, some may even be because you are following him.  And you 

must let him achieve revenge for you, do not attempt to get your own revenge)  

  

 
Luke 8:5 NIV  

5 "A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was trampled on, and 

the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 

7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil.  It came 

up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown." When he said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear." 9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, "The knowledge of the secrets of the 

kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, "'though seeing, they may not see; 

though hearing, they may not understand.' 11 "This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those 

along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they 

may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but 

they have no root.  They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.  14 The seed that fell among thorns 

stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they 

do not mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, 

and by persevering produce a crop.  (this should be rather self-explanatory)  

  

 



Luke 13:22 NIV  

Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23Someone asked 

him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  He said to them, 24“Make every effort to enter through 

the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the 

house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’  26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank 

with you, and you taught in our streets.’  27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. 

Away from me, all you evildoers!’  28“  (there is other scripture that says some of these people who are 

rejected say they even did great miracles in Jesus’ name, healed the sick, cast out devils and etc.  so we must 

be very careful about following our Lord in order to enter into the kingdom of God.  In 1st Corinthians chapter 

13, verses 1, 2 and 3, it shows us what can happen.  but read on, verses 4,5,6,7 and 8 shows us how to express 

God’s good and perfect love)  There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29People will 

come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 
30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last”.  

  

 
Heb 12:2 NIV 

2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured 

the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 

endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 4 In your struggle 

against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And you have forgotten that word 

of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not 

lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he 

accepts as a son." 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For what son is not disciplined 

by his father? 8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate 

children and not true sons. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected 

them for it.  How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10 Our fathers disciplined 

us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.  

11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 

righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and 

weak knees. 13 "Make level paths for your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 14 

Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy, without holiness no one will see the Lord. 15 

See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.  

  

 
2 Corinthians 13:5 NIV (Paul is speaking to the body of believers, the church)  

5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.  Do you not realize that Christ Jesus 

is in you--unless, of course, you fail the test?  
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