
What The Lord Said About Divorce   (written by Al Ward) 
 

LEGEND:  This paper contains direct quotes taken from the New International Version (NIV) translation 

of the holy scriptures of the bible.  It also contains my comments shown in (italics).  Pay particular 

attention to the scripture text that is highlighted. 

 

NOTE: The intent of this paper is to show what the bible says about divorce.  If anyone disagrees with this 

statement, please have the patience to read the entire paper before reaching a conclusion in your own 

heart.  Thank you for allowing me to present what I believe the Holy Spirit has revealed to me.  This 

document is in no way authorized or commissioned by any organized group or church 

 

Narrative 
 

Like so many things the devil has corrupted in both what we call the church and what we call society (the world), 

divorce seems to be high on his agenda.  Marriage (so called) has really become very confusing when looking at the 

surface of things.  It is very common today to see intimate relationships begin with physical sexual relationships.  

From there, if they survive long enough, they may abruptly turn into a live-in arrangement where a couple is living 

in a sense as if they are married but it is merely an experiment to see perhaps how long they can stand each other, or 

to see if they are compatible in the long term or maybe it is a test for a person’s wisdom in selecting a partner.  In 

this case each partner is free to walk out and never bother with the other partner again.  Or, you know what? 

Sometimes it is just for convenience to have companionship or a sexual outlet until some other goal is met such as 

finishing college or a military term with the intention of selecting a more permanent partner (a new experiment) at 

its conclusion.  Further, the acceptance of homosexuality (same sex couples), two men or two women as couples, 

has caused marriage to be degraded even more.  Adultery seems to be rather commonplace as well.  

 

God established the first marriage of all time in the Garden of Eden between a man and a woman called Adam and 

Eve.  It was not between two men called Adam and Steve.  Nor was it between two women called Ada and Eve.  He 

was so serious about the marriage relationship between a man and a woman that He created the woman from the 

man’s own body, now think about that.  He created the woman (Eve) from a rib that He removed from the man 

(Adam) while the man was under a deep sleep.  God called Adam man but it was Adam that classified Eve by 

calling her woman.  He said she is flesh of my flesh and bones of my bones, so he called her wo-man.  Adam later 

gave her the personal name of Eve because he said she is the mother of all people.  I do not know where you place 

your trust or whose philosophy you follow, if any, but I place my trust in the God of the book of books that we call 

the bible.  The bible says homosexuality is an abomination to God.  He demonstrated how He sees it in the book of 

Genesis, when he destroyed the homosexually laden cities of Sodom and Gomorrah including the surrounding towns 

and plains by a terrible weapon that killed all the inhabitants and left the terrain in a condition where nothing would 

grow there.  The Lord hates homosexuality in all its forms, same sex-couples, same-sex marriages, one night stands 

between two or more people of the same sex or any other variation. 

 

When God brought Adam and Eve together, Eve was purposed to be a helper to Adam.  And for Eve’s part in the 

joint venture of her sin along with the sin of her husband, Adam, part of her punishment was to be ruled by her 

husband.  So, you see, we have let the devil lead us even to the point where there is no longer a ruler in marriage. 

The world says the husband’s and wife’s roles are equal which really means, if you think about it, that marriage is 

just a wild thing, with no ruler.  But we do seem to still accept that most other things cannot be successful without a 

ruler.  All big successful businesses seem to have a CEO and a lower boss or ruler at every level of operation.  

Churches still have pastors as their ruler and we at least say that God is our overall ruler, whether we mean it or not.  

Countries have kings, presidents and etc.  States and provinces have governors or whatever.  A marriage is the basic 

unit of all communities because it is where the family starts.  The entire world is made up of families.  Marriage is 

the reflection of the relationship of Jesus Christ and his church as shown in the bible.  Now do you think the church, 

a mere follower of Christ, such as I, should have equal authority with Christ?  If you think Christ should be the ruler 

over the church and if you accept the bible as your guide, then you know that the man should rule over the woman in 

all things as the bible tells the woman to submit to her husband in all things, except for the commission of sin.  No 

Christian is to let anyone lead us into sin.   



 

Now one way the world tries to get around following the rules of marriage is to eliminate or diminish the role of 

marriage.  It seems to have accomplished this goal to a very high degree.  Two terms are becoming very, very 

popular in our society, at least in the USA, they are my baby mama and my baby daddy.  These people were for 

many thousands of years referred to as my wife or my, husband.  But today since marriage is no longer a 

requirement for couples to have children, we say my baby daddy and my baby mama.  Well, one thing is for sure, if 

a couple does not ever get married then they cannot obtain a divorce. 

 

God made marriage a permanent institution as He said in the bible, a man will leave his father and mother and cling 

to his wife and they shall become one flesh.  What do you think would happen if someone were to split your flesh 

into two equal pieces?  You would probably die, don’t you think?  Well if a marriage is one flesh, God did not 

intend for it to be split in two by the cutting edge of a divorce.  He also said in the bible to this regard, what God has 

brought together, let no man take it apart.  But He did make an exception on our behalf, because of our own 

selfishness and hardheartedness and that is defilement of the marriage bed, in other words adultery, or in other more 

modern terms, an affair.  But He said from the beginning, He did not permit divorce even for that reason.  Of course 

you do not need a divorce to remarry if your spouse dies.  A Christian is not permitted to have more than one wife or 

husband at any given time.  As in all things we must make decisions as to whether we follow Christ or whether we 

follow our own passions and desires when it comes to divorce.  Remember a divorce does not mean you have 

permission to remarry, in all circumstances, only if your spouse commits adultery or if your spouse walks out on you 

because they do not want to have anything to do with you as a Christian (1st Corinthians 7:12-15). 

 

Note: I did not include many specific scripture references in this narrative because you should read the scripture 

verses included below.   

 

 

 
Malachi 2:13  NIV 

13Another thing you do: You flood the LORD’S altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer pays 

attention to your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. 14You ask, “Why?” It is because the 

LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, 

though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 15Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and 

spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So guard yourself in your spirit, and do 

not break faith with the wife of your youth. 16“I hate divorce,” says the LORD God of Israel, “and I hate a man’s 

covering himself with violence as well as with his garment,” says the LORD Almighty. So guard yourself in your 

spirit, and do not break faith. 17You have wearied the LORD with your words. 

“How have we wearied him?” you ask. By saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the LORD, and he is 

pleased with them” or “Where is the God of justice?” 

 
Matthew 5:31 NIV 

“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I tell you that anyone 

who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who 

marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 

 
Matthew 19:3 NIV 

3Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every 

reason?” 4“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 5and said, 

‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’ 

? 6So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.” 7“Why then,” 

they asked, “did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?” 8Jesus 

replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from 

the beginning. 9I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another 

woman commits adultery.”  

 



Mark 10:2 NIV 

2Some Pharisees came and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3“What did Moses 

command you?” he replied. 4They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her 

away.” 5“It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 6“But at the beginning 

of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, 8and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one. 9Therefore what God has 

joined together, let man not separate.” 10When they were in the house again, the disciples asked Jesus about this. 
11He answered, “Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery against her. 12And if 

she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits adultery.” 

 
Luke 16:18 NIV 

18“Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a 

divorced woman commits adultery. 

 
1 Corinthian 7:1 NIV 

1Now for the matters you wrote about: It is good for a man not to marry. 2But since there is so much immorality, 

each man should have his own wife, and each woman her own husband. 3The husband should fulfill his marital duty 

to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4The wife’s body does not belong to her alone but also to her 

husband. In the same way, the husband’s body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. 5Do not deprive 

each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come 

together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6I say this as a concession, not 

as a command. 7I wish that all men were as I am. But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another 

has that. 8Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I am. 9But if they 

cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry than to burn with passion. 10To the married I 

give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 11But if she does, she must 

remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. 12To the rest I say 

this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not 

divorce her. 13And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not 

divorce him. 14For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been 

sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15But 

if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has 

called us to live in peace. 16How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, 

husband, whether you will save your wife? 17Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord 

assigned to him and to which God has called him. 
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