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Revised June 14, 1999 

What must be done for us to enter into the kingdom of heaven?   

 

We must become disciples (Christians) ... written by Al Ward 

 

 

LEGEND: This paper contains direct quotes taken from the New International Version (NIV) 

translation of the holy scriptures of the bible. Text that is directly from the mouth of Jesus is usually 

colored red. It also contains my own narrative colored blue and my comments within verses of 

scripture shown in green (italics). Pay particular attention to the scripture text that is highlighted.  

 

NOTE: The intent of this paper is to show that we must take the commands of Christ seriously and 

love one another deeply. We will first look at the book of First Corinthians in the thirteenth chapter, 

where we are taught how to love and then look at some of the others passages that command us to 

love one another. If anyone disagrees with this statement, please have the patience to read the entire 

paper before reaching a conclusion in your own heart. Thank you for allowing me to present what I 

believe the Holy Spirit has revealed to me. This document is in no way authorized or commissioned 

by any organized group or church. NOTE: The intent of this paper is to show that we must take 

the commands of Christ seriously and follow them with all our hearts, if we hope to enter into the 

kingdom of heaven.  First we must believe God and believe in God, which includes repenting of 

our sins and putting our hope and trust in Jesus Christ, in order to receive the salvation he has 

given to us freely. And then we must treasure it and not foolishly throw it away throughout our 

entire lifetimes.  Once we have received his salvation we become one of his children and nothing 

can separate us from him anymore.  But, he does not prevent us from just turning our backs to 

him and walking away, returning to our former sinful ways.  So, even though we are secure in 

his protection, we have to follow his commands and live for him, persevering until the end. We 

must live for him and not expect him to live for us.  He created us to serve him; he did not create 

us just so he would have someone he could serve.  And as we serve him, he provides us with all 

of our needs.  

 

 If anyone disagrees with this statement, please have the patience to read the entire paper before 

reaching a conclusion in your own heart.  Thank you for allowing me to present what I believe 

the Holy Spirit has revealed to me.  This document is in no way authorized or commissioned by 

any organized group or church. 

 

Narrative 
 

As for the work necessary to provide salvation for the entire world, Jesus did it all.  There 

remains no work to be done by you or me; it was all done by the shedding of his blood.  It was 

the blood of an innocent man, one who has never sinned in his entire life which is the 

requirement to pay for our sins thus procuring our redemption.  It is because of this requirement, 

that the one being sacrificed for the sins of the world must himself be without any sin, only God 

himself could fulfill it.  To even have one single sinful thought, any kind of selfish thought, 

disqualifies anyone from being used for the sacrifice.  And since the sins against God was 
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committed by mankind, then the sacrifice to pay for the sin must be the blood of a man.  So, 

Jesus the external power and expression of God, gave up being God for a while and became a 

man to render himself as a sacrifice for the sins of you and me and the entire world.  Of course, 

he only had to suffer through this from the time of his birth until his death on the cross while 

living as a man here upon the earth.  Then on the third day of his death he was raised up from 

death and returned to life and after a short time He returned to heaven from whence he came, to 

resume his role as God.  His redemption of us came through the ransom he paid, by the shedding 

of his blood, the blood of Christ Jesus, in his crucifixion death on the cross.  It was all done by 

him and there is no work remaining for anyone to do toward our salvation.  Of course there is 

much work for each of us saints (those saved by the blood of Christ) to do in building and 

working in God’s kingdom here on earth (the body of Christ) but that has nothing to do with our 

salvation because Christ did all of that work. 

 

God chose a virgin girl named Mary to be the mother of Jesus, the man.  Jesus as God does not 

have a mother.  This virgin girl who became the mother of Jesus the man, was already married 

(betrothed) but the marriage had not yet been consummated (had not joined together in sex).  She 

was betrothed to a man named Joseph.  God did not choose a single unmarried woman but one 

who had a husband.  It could not be said that Jesus was born out of wedlock, yet neither can it be 

said that Jesus was born of a woman that had already been used by a man, since she had not yet 

had sex with her husband, therefore there can be no confusion as to who is his father.  The father 

of Jesus the man is God himself.  Jesus does not have an earthly father.  Joseph the husband of 

Mary, who is the mother of Jesus, is the step father of Jesus.  Yet there is confusion for those 

who do not believe in the miracles of God, for those whose hearts have been hardened into 

believing only what their finite minds can perceive.  We know it requires faith in the Lord which 

is from the Lord in order to believe anything about the Lord because He is a spirit which we 

cannot see with our physical natural eyes.  Jesus said we must worship him in spirit and in truth.  

We cannot worship him in the physical nor in emotion, only in spirit and in truth.  We cannot 

worship him through religion but only through our spirits and only in truth, there can be nothing 

false in our worship, no personal agendas.  Our spirits must be in contact with him, spirit to 

spirit.  We must worship him daily in our daily lives, the way we think and live, worshipping him 

in truth.  Worship is not only a Sunday morning conditioning of the mind that we call church 

service; it is a daily expression of who we are in Christ.  Of course, we must attend church 

service as the Lord commanded, it is where we receive messages from the Lord through his 

especially anointed ones and to have fellowship with our brothers and sisters in the Body of 

Christ, where we encourage one another and join together in praise, prayer and song  with accord.   

 

Now let us look at scripture to learn some of the ways we must serve God.  Thank you for your 

patience.  In reading the scripture, remember as Jesus speaks in the four gospels, Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John, He is speaking to the Jews who are under the law.  The church, which is the body 

of Christ, are not under the law, we are under the grace of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Mat 8:19 NIV 
19 Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." 

20 Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no 

place to lay his head." (Jesus did not own an earthly house, his house is in heaven)  21 Another 



3 

 

disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 22 But Jesus told him, "Follow 

me, and let the dead bury their own dead."  (making the commitment to follow Jesus now, is of 

utmost importance, do not wait for some future time or event to take place before committing to 

follow him),  23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 

 
Mat 9:37 NIV 

37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the 

Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field." (we must all seek to 

further the kingdom by fishing to bring unbelievers to Christ so that they may also be saved and 

enter into the kingdom of God. we should seek this blessing from the Lord in prayer)   10:1 He 

called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal 

every disease and sickness. 

 
Mat 10:22 NIV 

22 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

 
Mat 12:47 NIV 

47 Someone told him.  "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you." 

48 He replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"  49 Pointing to his 

disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers.  50 For whoever does the will of my 

Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother." (we can see here that our brothers and 

sisters in Christ is of much more importance than our earthly relatives which includes our 

parents, siblings, uncles, aunts, cousins, etc.) 

 
Mat 13:24 NIV 

24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 

in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also 

appeared. 27 "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your 

field?  Where then did the weeds come from?'  28 An enemy did this,' he replied.  "The servants 

asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 29 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you 

are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the 

harvest.  At that time I will tell the harvesters (angels): First collect the weeds and tie them in 

bundles to be burned, then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn."' (So the devil has his 

disciples in the church, mixed right in with the saints, which is the body of Christ) 31 He told 

them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and 

planted in his field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the 

largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its 

branches." 33 He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." 34 

Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without 

using a parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: "I will open my mouth 

in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world." 36 Then he left the crowd 

and went into the house.  His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the 

weeds in the field." 37 He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 

The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom.  The weeds are the 

sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil.  The harvest is the end of the 
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age, and the harvesters are angels. 40 "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it 

will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out 

of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.  (this is referring to weeding the 

enemy, unsaved sinners, out of the church)  42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (this is referring to punishment in hell). 43 

Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears, let 

him hear. 44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.  When a man found it, he 

hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 45 "Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great 

value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 47 "Once again, the kingdom of 

heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was 

full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore.  Then they sat down and collected the good fish in 

baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will 

come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  (the righteous is the true church, NOT including the 

sinful ones that may claim membership to the church) 51 "Have you understood all these things?" 

Jesus asked.  "Yes," they replied. 

 
Mat 12:46 NIV 

46 While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to 

speak to him.  47  Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to 

speak to you."  48  He replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"  49 

Pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers.  50  For whoever does 

the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother." 

 
Mat 18:1 NIV 

18:1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?" 2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: "I tell you the 

truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 4 Therefore. whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven. (A child does not question the authority of those over him, but obeys them) 

 
Mat 7:13 NIV 
13 "Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 

destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to 

life, and only a few find it. 15 "Watch out for false prophets.  They come to you in sheep's 

clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them.  Do 

people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears 

good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 

cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 

the fire.  (this means from among us)  20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 21 "Not 

every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven but only he who does 

the will of my Father who is in heaven. (We must be born again into the Grace of God, where we 

are cleansed by the blood of Christ, shed upon the cross at Calvary, to enter into the kingdom of 

heaven, that is, in our spirit ) 22 Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy m your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23 
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Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!'  (Even 

performing miracles and prophesies are not a guarantee that one is saved and will enter into the 

kingdom of heaven) 

 
Mat 19:23 NIV 

23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the 

kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 25 When the disciples heard this, they were 

greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" 26 Jesus looked at them and said, "With 

man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible (even the rich can be saved, Job, 

Abraham and Solomon were all very, very rich … some rich people are humble although they 

are not in the majority)." 

 
Mat 5:20 NIV 

20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom (Jesus is speaking to the Jews who are under 

the law, as believers our righteous is the righteous of Christ, spiritually we are in his body). 

 
Mat 28:18 NIV 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me.  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (please note that Jesus is talking to the Jews, in later 

scripture as the church is being formed, they baptized only in the name of Jesus Christ)  20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age. 
 

Mark 8:34 NIV 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "if anyone would come 

after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to 

save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it (Jesus is 

not referring here to physical death, He is referring to our daily lives). 36 What good is it for a 

man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 37 Or what can a man give in exchange for his 

soul? 

 
Mark 9:43 NIV 

43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.  It is better for you to enter life maimed than with 

two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out (eternal life after the physical death; 

Jesus is speaking to the Jews who are under the law). 44 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, 

cut it off.  It is better for you to enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. 

46 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out.  It is better for you to enter the kingdom of 

God with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell. 48 where "'the worm does not 

die, and the fire is not quenched.' 49 Everyone will be salted with fire. 

 
Luke 16:16 NIV 

16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned. 
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Luke 14:26 NIV 

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to 

me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, 

even his own life-he cannot be my disciple.  (Of course Christ teaches us to love one another and 

not to hate, therefore He does not mean to hate your relatives and yourself literally but to hate 

this worldly system of things and what it represents and to love God and what He represents) 27 

And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 "Suppose one 

of you wants to build a tower.  Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has 

enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, 

everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to 

finish.' 31 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king.  Will he not first sit 

down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against 

him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a 

long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, any of you who does not give 

up everything he has cannot be my disciple. (You must be a disciple of Christ to enter into the 

kingdom of God … heaven) 34 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? 

 
Luke 17:7 NIV 

7 "Suppose one of you had a servant plowing or looking after the sheep.  Would he say to the 

servant when he comes in from the field, 'Come along now and sit down to eat'? 8 Would he not 

rather say, 'Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that 

you may eat and drink'?  9 Would he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 

So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 'We are unworthy 

servants, we have only done our duty (if you want great reward in heaven for your work done 

here on earth in the Lord’s kingdom, you must work beyond merely what is required, referring to 

those, such as the Jews, who live under the law)."' 

 
John 3:1 NIV 

3:1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling 

council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come 

from God.  For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with 

him." 3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he 

is born again." 4 "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked.  "Surely he cannot 

enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!  " 5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, 

no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth 

to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
 
Luke 8:5 NIV 

5 "A farmer went out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it 

was trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. 6 Some fell on rock, and when it came up, the 

plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 

with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil.  It came up and yielded a crop, a 

hundred times more than was sown." When he said this, he called out, "He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear." 9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, "The knowledge of 
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the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so 

that, "'though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.' 11 "This is the 

meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path are the ones who 

hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not 

believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they 

hear it, but they have no root.  They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.  

14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are 

choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But the seed on good 

soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering 

produce a crop. 
 

Luke 13:22 NIV 

Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 
23Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”  He said to them, 
24“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter 

and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand 

outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  “But he will answer, ‘I don’t know 

you or where you come from.’  26“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught 

in our streets.’  27“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from me, 

all you evildoers!’  28“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown 

out. 29People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the 

feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who 

will be last”. 

 
John 3:1 NIV 

3:1  Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling 

council.  2  He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come 

from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with 

him."  3  In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 

he is born again."  4  "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he 

cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!"  5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the 

truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  6  Flesh 

gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

 
John 3:35 NIV  

The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.  36 Whoever believes in the 

Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on 

him." (The Son of course is Jesus the Christ; some think you can enter heaven by following any 

religion as long as you try to do good.  Bus as you can see Jesus taught that the only way into 

heaven is through him and not through any prophets or false prophets.  Since Jesus is the Son of 

God and the son of man, he is therefore both God and man, Son of Man because his mother, 

Mary, is of man.) 
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John 8:29 NIV   

 
31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 

disciples. 32Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

 
Acts 11:26 NIV 

26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch.  So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul 

met with the church and taught great numbers of people.  The disciples were called Christians 

first at Antioch. (You may call yourself a Christian which means you are calling yourself a 

disciple.  this paper shows some of the qualifications for becoming and remaining a disciple) 

 
Acts 14:21 NIV 

21 They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples.  Then they 

returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to 

remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hard ships to enter the kingdom of God "they 

said. 

 
Romans 11:22 NIV 

22Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness 

to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. (when 

first saved we are given a new spirit, the Spirit of Christ; and therefore we should be taking on 

the spiritual qualities of Christ according to our new spirit, but this does take time, even a 

lifetime) 

 

I Corinthians 5:2 NIV  (Paul is addressing those who live in Corinth) 
 

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not 

occur even among pagans: A man has his father's wife.  2 And you are proud!  Shouldn't you 

rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this?  3 

Even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit.  And I have already passed 

judgment on the one who did this, just as if I were present. 4 When you are assembled in the 

name of our Lord Jesus and I am with you in spirit, and the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 

hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the 

day of the Lord. 6 Your boasting is not good.  Don't you know that a little yeast works through 

the whole batch of dough? 7 Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--

as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us keep the 

Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, 

the bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually 

immoral people-- 10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy 

and swindlers, or idolaters.  In that case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am 

writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually 

immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler.  With such a man do not 

even eat, 12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church?  Are you not to judge 

those inside? 13 God will judge those outside.  "Expel the wicked man from among you.” 
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I Cor 9:24 NIV 

 
24Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a 

way as to get the prize. 25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do 

it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I 

do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27No, I beat my 

body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 

disqualified for the prize. 

 
I Cor 15:1 NIV 

15:1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received 

and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the 

word I preached to you.  Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 

 
Heb 3:12 NIV 
12See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the 

living God. 13But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you 

may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till 

the end the confidence we had at first. 15As has just been said: 

 “Today, if you hear his voice, 

 do not harden your hearts 

 as you did in the rebellion.” 

16Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17And 

with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in 

the desert? 18And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who 

disobeyed? 19So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief. 

 
Heb 4:1 NIV 

1Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be 

found to have fallen short of it. 2For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; 

but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it 

with faith. 3Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, “So I declared on 

oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ “(God rested on the seventh day, the Sabbath 

Day.  Jesus will return and rule on this earth for one thousand years, called the millennium.  A 

day being a thousand years with God, this can be seen as the day of rest.  But afterwards in the 

new system of heaven and earth, His rest lasts forever and ever.) 

 
Heb 12:2 NIV 

2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before 

him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 

Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and 

lose heart. 4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your 

blood. 5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My 

son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 

because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 7 

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For what son is not disciplined by his 
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father? 8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate 

children and not true sons. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and 

we respected them for it.  How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 

10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our 

good, that we may share in his holiness.  11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  

Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been 

trained by it. 12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 "Make level paths for 

your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. 14 Make every effort to live in 

peace with all men and to be holy, without holiness no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no 

one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 

 
1 John 2:1 NIV  
1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. (John is speaking to the body of 

believers, the church …  We see here that it is possible, after receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

for us to live in this life without living in sin, meaning not living sinful lives as we did before we 

were saved.  In the midst of what the Apostle John is saying, let us look at some other verses for 

clarity. 

 
Romans 8:5 NIV   
‘Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; 

but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 
6The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 7the 

sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those controlled 

by the sinful nature cannot please God.  9You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature 

but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 

Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, 

yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 

the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.’, end of quote.  So our bodies have died because of 

sin but revived by his Holy Spirit living in us.  This means there is no sin living in us.  Romans 

chapter 8 verse 12 continues by stating:  ‘12Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is 

not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the sinful nature, you 

will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14because 

those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit that 

makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship’.  So when we walk in the 

spirit, we do not sin.  We do this by keeping our minds on the things of God rather than sinful 

desires.)  

 

 But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the 

Righteous One.  

 

(Sometimes we let our minds control us and we focus on our sinful desires, but we should control 

our minds by always thinking and being concerned by the things of God.  His grace does forgive 

us when we repent of our sins.) 
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2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 

world.  3We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4The man who 

says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But 

if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are 

in him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.  7Dear friends, I am not writing 

you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old command 

is the message you have heard. 8Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him 

and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.  9Anyone who 

claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. 10Whoever loves his brother 

lives in the light, and there is nothing in him to make him stumble. 11But whoever hates his 

brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, 

because the darkness has blinded him.  12I write to you, dear children, because your sins have 

been forgiven on account of his name. 

 
1 John 3:4 NIV  

(John is speaking to the body of believers, the church) 

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared 

so that he might take away our sins.  And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on 

sinning.  No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 7 Dear children, do not 

let anyone lead you astray.  He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 He 

who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 9 No one who is born of 

God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because 

he has been born of God. 

 
1 John 5:18 NIV  

(John is speaking to the body of believers, the church) 

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God 

keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 

 
2 Corinthians 13:5 NIV 

 (Paul is speaking to the body of believers, the church) 

5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves.  Do you not realize that 

Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of course, you fail the test? 

 
Galatians 5:16 NIV  

(Paul is speaking to the body of believers, the church) 

 16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the 

sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful 

nature.  They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But if you 

are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 

immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 

rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.  I 

warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. (The 

following definitions were interpreted from the American Heritage Dictionary: debauchery 

means extreme indulgence in sensual pleasures, sexual immorality. - dissensions means having 
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difference of opinions that leads to contention or strife. - factions means joining a group of 

persons that is going against the main body of believers.) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.  Against 

such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature 

with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 

Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

 

 
Hebrew 4:12 NIV  

(The author of the book of Hebrews is unknown) 

12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 

even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 

heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 

before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
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