
Believe in your prayers   (written by Al Ward) 

 

LEGEND:  This paper contains direct quotes taken from the New International Version (NIV) translation 

of the holy scriptures of the bible.  It also contains my comments shown in (italics).  Pay particular attention 

to the scripture text that is  highlighted. 

 

NOTE: The intent of this paper is to show that we believers, must believe God for the answers to our 

prayers.  If anyone disagrees with this statement, please have the patience to read the entire paper before 

reaching a conclusion in your own heart.  Thank you for allowing me to present what I believe the Holy 

Spirit has revealed to me.  This document is in no way authorized or commissioned by any organized group 

or church. 

 

Narrative 
 

The Lord has promised us many blessings but we need faith in him to obtain them.  We red of many 

miracles having been performed in the bible by Jesus and his apostles and disciples and they all required 

faith on behalf of the recipient or on behalf of the one doing the blessing.  It is good if there is faith on 

behalf of both parties.  We need to really believe what we pray for will be given to us and it will be granted, 

so states the bible.  If you have a rich uncle, aunt or friend who has always come to your rescue every time 

you called upon them, would you doubt them if you asked them for money to get your car fixed and they 

said, ok I will send you the money?  Would you continue to worry or fret over how you are going to get 

your car fixed?  I think with someone this reliable who for many times has never let you down, you would 

find peace and relief, deeply believing your car is going to be fixed because of that promise.  Well!  The 

Lord is the most reliable person to ever exist and He has promised you He will grant you whatever you pray 

for, if you only believe in him and believe He will keep his promises.  He always keeps his promises, as the 

bible states, God cannot lie.  Of course we should always pray according to the will of God and not pray for 

things He does not want us to have.  But He will sometimes give it to you anyway if you insist, even if it is 

harmful for you.  The bible also states that if you ask God for something then begin to doubt that you will 

get it, you do not deserve it, you are a double minded man being tossed about like waves of the sea.  The 

bible also says without faith it is impossible to please God.  The bible tells us to continue to ask for 

whatever we need and want, do not be afraid that you will be bothersome or that you will get on God’s 

nerves because of your constant requests. He wants us to keep asking and asking for all things.  He does not 

become weary as we so easily do.  So pray in faith, without ceasing, and your prayers will be answered.   

 

Remember to pray intercessory prayers for others, do not be selfish and just pray for you and your family 

and friends.   Pray for all of God’s children, everywhere.   

 

Please read the following excerpts of scripture verses.  

 

 
Mat 21:17 (NIV) 

17And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.  18Early in the morning, as 

he was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 19Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found 

nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree 

withered.  20When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” they 

asked.  21  Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what 

was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and it will 

be done. 22  If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." 

 



Mark 11:21 

21  Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!"  22 "Have 

faith in God," Jesus answered. 

23  "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt 

in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.  24  Therefore I tell you, 

whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.  25  And when you 

stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive 

you your sins." 

 
Romans 4:1 

4:1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter?  2 If, in fact, Abraham 

was justified by works, he had something to boast about--but not before God.  3 What does the Scripture 

say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."  4 Now when a man works, his 

wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation.  5 However, to the man who does not work but 

trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 

 
James 5:13 

13Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise. 14Is any 

one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the 

name of the Lord. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him 

up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 

so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  17Elijah was a man just 

like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 
18Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.  19My brothers, if one of you 

should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, 20remember this: Whoever turns a sinner 

from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 

 
Luke 11:1 

11:1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him,  

"Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."  2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: "'Father, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for 

we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.'"  5 Then he said to them, 

"Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of 

bread, 6 because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.'  7  

"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in 

bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread 

because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs. 

9  "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you.  10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door 

will be opened.  11  "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead?  12 Or 

if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

him!" 

 
Matthew 5:44 

44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your 

Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 

unrighteous.  46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 

doing that?  47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even 

pagans do that?  48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.   

 
Matthew 6:1  

 "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have 

no reward from your Father in heaven.  2  "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 

trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the 

truth, they have received their reward in full.  3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, 4  so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 



what is done in secret, will reward you.  5  "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love 

to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have 

received their reward in full.  6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  7 And when you 

pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  8 

Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.  9 "This, then, is how you 

should pray: "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  11 Give us today our daily bread.  12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors.  13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.'  14 For if you 

forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 

15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.  16  "When you fast, do 

not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you 

the truth, they have received their reward in full.  17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 

face,  18  so that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; 

and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

 
Matthew 26:39 

39  Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may 

this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will." 

 
Luke 18:1 

18:1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 2  

He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men.  3 And there 

was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 

4  "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about 

men,  5  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't 

evenually wear me out with her coming!'"  6  And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 

7  And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep 

putting them off?  8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on the earth?"  9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 

looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10  "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank 

you that I am not like other men--robbers evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector.  12 I fast 

twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.'  13  "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 

look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'  14  "I tell you that this 

man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

 
Romans 8:22 

22  We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 

time.  23  Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 

eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  24  For in this hope we were saved. But 

hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?  25  But if we hope for what we do 

not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  26  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 

know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot 

express.  27  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 

the saints in accordance with God's will. 

 
Philippians 4:4 

4  Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  5  Let your gentleness be evident to all. The 

Lord is near.  6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  7  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  8  Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 

noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent 

or praiseworthy--think about such things. 

 



James 5:9 

9  Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 

10  Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 

the Lord.  11  As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's 

perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.  

12  Above all, my brothers, do not swear--not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your "Yes" be 

yes, and your "No," no, or you will be condemned.. 

 

 
1 Timothy 2:8 

8  I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing. 

 
1 John 5:16 

16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him 

life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death (sin that leads to death could possibly mean one dies 

physically while still in the sin and therefore does not repent and there are other beliefs as well). There is a 

sin that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that.  17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is 

sin that does not lead to death.  18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin (but we may 

occasionally sin); the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 
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